Wild Fish Conservancy
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Tom Bjorgen
Olympia Hearing Examiner
Re: Devonshire Subdivision No. 04-1437

October 12, 2007
Dear Mr. Bjorgen:

| appreciate the opportunity to share some additiorformation regarding the fisheries
work that Wild Fish Conservancy and others are ttalling in Schneider Creek. It was
evident to me from your line of questioning on Sepber 24 that you are aware of the
sensitive nature of our local fish populations #melwatersheds that support them, as
well as the regulations surrounding developmeryiko impact them.

As | stated at the hearing, Wild Fish Conservarey leen contracted by the City of
Olympia to develop and implement a ten-year momgpplan to evaluate the
recolonization of Schneider Creek by anadromous giad salmon. To this end, our
fieldwork began in fall 2004; since then we haveseyed the watershed and its
tributaries from its mouth at Budd Bay upstreantsdieadwaters at Giles Ave. NW.
(Figures 1-4).

Schneider Creek is also one of ninety watersheatswhid Fish Conservancy has
surveyed within Olympia and North Thurston Countyidg the past three years with
funding from the Salmon Recovery Funding Boardhrieeder Creek is the most
physically degraded watershed of those we haveegad/in Olympia, with channel
incision, downcutting, reduced summer flows, arevaled winter flows evidenced by
exacerbated bank erosion and substrate instability.

Despite the substantial cumulative impacts assetiaith the development of the
watershed, including the complete barrier culvecated at the mouth of the watershed
under West Bay Drive and the massive delivery ofrstvater associated with the paving
of much of its headwaters, Schneider Creek stipsuts a population of resident sculpin
and resident cutthroat trout. The West Bay Driveieais to be removed during summer
2008 — you or other Olympia Hearing Examiners wWigedy involved in facilitating that
action.



Historically, this watershed would likely have sopjed anadromous populations of coho
salmon, chum salmon, steelhead, and cutthroat tfD barrier is being removed so
that the watershed can be recolonized by the figshwere historically present; Wild Fish
Conservancy will be continuing surveys to docuntbistrecolonization. As evidenced

in almost every statewide, regional, and local salmecovery planning document,
restoring salmon access to anthropogenically-bloekatersheds is a critical component
of efforts to recover salmon and steelhead popriatin the Pacific Northwest.

The price tag to remove the barrier is in the haddrof thousands of dollars. Elsewhere
in the Schneider Creek watershed, the City hassiedehundreds of thousands more to
treat stormwater at the Giles Avenue facility, @ndhvesting an additional $350,000 to
abate, treat, and infiltrate stormwater runoff lpefib reaches the open channels of the
Schneider Creek watershed at a Decatur Streeityg@ppendix A).

This investment of public funds demonstrates thg &id residents of the Schneider
Creek watershed have acknowledged the cumulatipadis of status quo development
in the watershed, and are taking steps to mitigatéor ameliorate those impacts that
already exist. The science of responsible low-ichpavelopment has improved
dramatically during the past five years. Commamsseshould now dictate that new
developments within the watershed be requiredt armainimum be encouraged, to
implement the most current Low Impact Developméaidards. The rules to protect
salmon habitat from the negative impacts of devaleqt are in place; we urge you to
give Schneider Creek the protection it warrants.

Wild Fish Conservancy has performed water typesdiaation assessments on over
6,000 stream reaches in western Washington; weuarently funded by the Salmon
Recovery Funding Board to correct the misclasdificeof water type in Olympia and
North Thurston County streams including Schneiderek. While Devonshire may be
one quarter mile away from mainstem Schneider Cithekproposed stormwater outfall
deliversdirectly to one of the watershed’s three largest tribusafiégure 1). This
tributary meets the criteria of the Washington Dé&pant of Natural Resources, WAC
222-16-030 and 031, as a Type 4 Water (see OMQ1ABLB). Once the stormwater has
been delivered to the tributary, there is littl@ehel complexity to slow the delivery of
the stormwater and entrained pollutants to main§gehmeider Creek, a Type 3 (F)
channel. Because the project is within 300 feet ®¥pe 4 tributary, it is subject to the
City’s Critical Areas Ordinance.

Given the extent of existing detrimental stormwatéuence in the Schneider watershed
as evidenced by the channel conditions, and giverohgoing and upcoming investment
of hundreds of thousands of public dollars in tealth and integrity of the Schneider
watershed, there is a demonstrated need for staenabatement above and beyond the
status quo approach proposed at Devonshire. Aagmaware, the City has adopted the
six year-old 2001 Washington State Department oldfyy stormwater management
manual. An updated (2005) version of the Ecoldgynswater manual that updates
design criteria, corrects errors, and incorporatbg&ances in the science of stormwater
management is now available



(http://www.ecy.wa.gov/programs/wg/stormwater/mdriml#Background). |
encourage you to consider the need | have discusgedand require that Devonshire and
subsequent developments in the Schneider Creekshatkimplement the best
management practices described in the 2005 Ecalimggnwater management manual.
At a minimum, | believe a detailed assessment t€ipated downstream stormwater-
related impacts (specifically channel erosion, campsed water quality, and the altered
magnitude and timing of flows) should be requirkethere is to be any effort to preserve
the natural drainage system.

Please do not hesitate to contact me if you wakédtb discuss in more detail any of the
information | have presented here.

Thank you for your time,

\kﬁm‘{ @/&Q)]ov

Jamie Glasgow

Director of Science and Research
Wild Fish Conservancy
360/866-4669
Jamie@wildfishconservancy.org
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Figure 1. Hillshade map of the Schneider Creelersaied in Olympia, WA. Road and
elevation data provided by Thurston County. Phatplys from Photopoints A, B, and C
are presented in Figures 2 — 4, respectively.



Figure 2. A Schneider Creek cutthroat trout phaipbed at “Location A” (Figure 1).
This cutthroat was one of 72 brought to hand, measand weighed on August 20,
2007, within the downstream-most 400 meters of 8iclan Creek. Second photo is the
stream habitat typical of lower Schneider Creek.



Figure 3. Wild Fish Conservancy staff measuringdidhwidth at “Location B” (Figure
1) in May 2005. At this location the channel wag fdr an 1,800 foot long reach.
Channel downcutting, reduced summer flows and satieshggradation documented here

are all well-associated with unmitigated stormwatgpacts.



Figure 4. Wild Fish Conservancy staff measuringtaalconditions at “Location C”
(Figure 1) in May 2005. At this location the chahwas incised and scoured to hardpan
substrate, habitat conditions well-associated witinitigated stormwater impacts.
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